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T he Building Northern Capacity through Entrepreneurship research project is in the

midst of visiting communities to �nd out if the economic development data

collected during the project is accurate.

Associate Professor Dr. Lee Swanson said the �ve-year project, led by the University of

Saskatchewan's Edwards School of Business, is now in its �nal year and he’s in Île-à-la-

Crosse this week present his work. Swanson presented some of his results at a regular La

Ronge Council meeting last week, where he informed the councillors he’ll be back in July

to hold a more comprehensive meeting, which will be open to the public.

“We’re going to ask the community members to validate the information we collected,”

Swanson said. “We collected a massive amount of data, about 1,400 pages of analyzed

data so far, and we’ve spoken directly to over 375 people, and that was just phase two

alone.”

With the vast majority of data already compiled and studied, Swanson noted northern

communities share similarities but also have differences when it comes to building

economic capacity. For example, he said, more remote communities such as Hatchet

Lake may have more di�culty developing because residents don’t have access to a

highway like those in La Ronge too. There’s also a technological gap, Swanson added,

Dr. Lee Swanson presents some of his results to La Ronge Council.
Derek Cornet/larongeNOW Staff
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where northerners don’t have the same services as other Saskatchewan centres when it

comes to resources like Internet speed.

The research so far also indicates northerners �nd it di�cult to raise capital to start

businesses in more remote areas, Swanson said, and accessing education can also prove

to be challenging.

“Through entrepreneurship in these communities, there is opportunity to develop in ways

that can help local people achieve the type of lifestyles they want,” Swanson said.

“Entrepreneurship and business development can be one of those tools used to help

create the type of lifestyle people wish to have in their communities.”

Swanson said he will also visit Cumberland House and Hatchet Lake to present his

�ndings next week.
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Black Lake RCMP investigate
homicide
1 comment • 6 days ago

Avatar
Max-Strad — Another quick arrest by
the northern RCs. Well done boys and
gals in uniform! Cracking down on …

SaskTel doubles Internet speed in La
Ronge
1 comment • 3 months ago

Avatar
Aaron Aj Bird — yeah right, gotta
google this now lol

Stanleys express relief, offer
condolences to Boushie family
2 comments • 3 months ago

Avatar
Max-Strad — SO GLAD these people
can finally live life in peace and MOVE
ON! We love you Gerald and family!

Anthony Bourdain defends 'effective'
Quebec chefs after insulting tweet
1 comment • a month ago

Avatar
Max Steel — The world is going down
the drain. Who gives a flying F, holy
lord.
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