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Project looks at business in the north
A partnership between northern communities and University of Saskatchewan
researchers could improve business prospects across the north, says the mayor
of Île-à-la-Crosse.
Alex MacPherson  •  Saskatoon StarPhoenix
Sep 17, 2015  •  June 2, 2020  •  2 minute read  •   Join the conversation

News Business Opinion Sports Arts Life Driving Healthing The GrowthOp Podcasts Newsletters
ePaper Refer a Friend

mailto:?Subject=I%20saw%20this%20on%20thestarphoenix.com&Body=https://thestarphoenix.com/business/project-looks-at-business-in-the-north
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://thestarphoenix.com/business/project-looks-at-business-in-the-north&display=popup
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://thestarphoenix.com/business/project-looks-at-business-in-the-north&text=Project%20looks%20at%20business%20in%20the%20north
https://thestarphoenix.com/category/business/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvI5OY6GLKr5llykvfsUnYMrz0rFv60V9VdkNdFE45HP81kinb1Qy_RgqBbeAnX3PmG9ec3RHYK6oYfa1Ohr9TngpDiO2mx7mdvFI3P9Jtzfm56alICB6wXD472IqlWAsgHeN1UfPuIi4esfWDqfaBs3avJdVgyTkEbDksnNZihYPrEhzL68enBPMIO-0FB2V_xmzJgZJPSbwzHwRdHUIdeahzYRAGfErOZOJVR7CTDVKefTL5KyyIt-LMqfQkUorwKHjNj6UW2w5Fj-_ArlMr8Yfl--Ksnmbea4J9V1_BjhFSpy5Ja2kHdN9FSKZDsxs-T91joZ8fQHj1bPQDx4_YFFKTuvd9UC3j-QCrNZ9O4HJZf8hP4etho8ALD4ausw-BERSFpFlzPFaVrcqU&sai=AMfl-YRwgb2vdT27cke34MlNEBUsg4xbXXPPL4KOweuOQMSeA62tiaYvMxyFlhHjSWo3DdBWv-pPgWTpLGNpjgQeswjR1CySeKxImxXiRus67SE8grZj6PNrtlZrwCiqXE3a575_-rw749AWhsjC5gE&sig=Cg0ArKJSzP4Q-Vz01Jzz&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://hey.mogo.ca/mogo-card-v2/%3Futm_source%3Dpm%26utm_medium%3Dcpm%26utm_campaign%3DCard-card%26utm_term%3DRON%26utm_content%3DScoreBetterCredit
https://thestarphoenix.com/category/news/
https://thestarphoenix.com/category/business/
https://thestarphoenix.com/category/opinion/
https://thestarphoenix.com/category/sports/
https://thestarphoenix.com/category/entertainment/
https://thestarphoenix.com/category/life/
https://thestarphoenix.com/category/driving-ca/
https://thestarphoenix.com/category/healthing/
https://thestarphoenix.com/category/thegrowthop/
https://thestarphoenix.com/podcasts/
https://thestarphoenix.com/newsletters/
http://epaper.thestarphoenix.com/
https://thestarphoenix.com/refer-a-friend/


10/13/21, 6:46 PM Project looks at business in the north | The Star Phoenix

https://thestarphoenix.com/business/project-looks-at-business-in-the-north 2/9

Lee Swanson of the Edwards School of Business is the lead researcher for the Building Northern Capacity Through
Entrepreneurship project. He says it is important that the project have an impact on the people living in the north. PHOTO BY
GREG PENDER, THE STARPHOENIX /The Starphoenix

A partnership between northern communities and University of Saskatchewan researchers could
improve business prospects across the north, says the mayor of Île-à-la-Crosse.

“Entrepreneurship (in the north) has never really, I think, been fully explored,” Duane Favel said
Wednesday.

“We believe that examining it first of all, and then bringing in the skills and assets that we need to help
people become successful, is something we want to attract to our northern communities because of all
the potential up there.”

The five-year Building Northern Capacity Through Entrepreneurship project, part of a comparative
study with northern Scandinavia, was launched last year. Favel said it represents a valuable
opportunity for historically marginalized northern communities.

“I think it’s going to make a tremendous amount of difference in terms of getting people interested in
going into entrepreneurship.”

The project is funded by a $291,000 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council grant,
supplemented by money from the Edwards School of Business, the Johnson-Shoyama Graduate
School of Public Policy, and the International Centre for Northern Governance and Development.

According to its lead researcher, the study is about more than publishing academic papers.
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“None of this makes any difference to anybody unless we make an impact on the people,” said Lee
Swanson, a professor at the Edwards School of Business.

“At the core of this is that desire to work with the communities … to help them better understand their
situations and help them better understand how entrepreneurship is contributing – or not, in some
cases – to their desires (and) what they want for their futures.”

The project’s second phase, which began this spring with a research trip to Pinehouse, is expected to
continue through 2016, including at least one journey to Île-à-la-Crosse, Swanson said.

The work, which includes surveys and videotaped interviews with high school students, will allow
people and institutions across the province to better understand the northern economy, he said.

“(It) is still a bit of a sharing economy. We wish to capture that because it’s not really

captured in other places very much.”

Meanwhile, Favel is optimistic that the participatory research will benefit a new generation of
northerners in Île-à-la-Crosse and across the north.

“Historically, we’ve never paid too much attention to (engaging youth),” he said. “But there’s
tremendous potential there.”

amacpherson@thestarphoenix.com twitter.com/macphersona
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