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the difference between these for flavour.   We will also have a better idea of what 
growers would consider ‘high quality’.    

Bye Bye Numbers 

As happened with cherries and apples in our program, propagators and growers 
that receive ‘numbered selections’ after a few years uniformly want everything to 
be given a name.  The original concept was that growers would say which was 
best, and the winner would be named.  The major problem with naming these is 
that some will think that these are all something new. 

Around the corner 

Starting in 2011, several thousand new hybrids from our breeding program will 
begin fruiting.   Undoubtedly some of these new ones will be better than the old.  
But that is always the case with active breeding programs.   The row 9 ‘Indigo’ 
series were bred during a time of limited resources.  We only had a few varieties to 
use as parents and we relied on volunteers to get things done.  During this period 
we quietly amassed a large collection of Russian varieties, Japanese seedlings, and 
Wild Canadian germplasm.   

We didn’t have enough resources to do much with the collection until 
Saskatchewan Agriculture began funding us in 2007.  Then we went crazy doing 
hundreds of crosses and planting thousands of seedlings each year.  Also we 
studied in depth the characteristics of our Russian varieties to use as parents in 
breeding.  In retrospect we discovered that the row 9 parents were actually among 
the best for fruit quality and row 9 was among the best for disease resistance.  
However, the ‘Row 9s’ are only average for bush size and plant vigour. 

Varieties ‘around the corner’ are likely to grow faster and bushes will be larger 
with potentially greater yield.  Berry size might also increase, but likely flavor will 
be similar and of excellent quality.  If we are lucky, future varieties might be as 
resistant to leaf disease like ’Row 9’.  But we have been using the ‘Row 9’ plants 
as parents in our program, so it isn’t exactly left to luck! We’d also like to develop 
some late ripening and southern adapted Haskap. All ‘Row 9’ varieties are fairly 
early. 

But around the corner could be a few years.  My advice is to learn to grow what we 
have now, but leave room for the future varieties.     


