
 
 



•  Treaty 6 First Nation located in central 
Saskatchewan (South Saskatchewan River 
Valley) 

•  16 km from City of Prince Albert 

•  23, 696 acres of which approximately 20,000 
are under cultivation or pasture. 

•  5 additional TLE parcels totalling 6180 acres 





As leaders, we all share 
the same objective…  

“to make the lives of our people better.” 



This means improving quality of life for our 
membership through better: 

•  housing; 

•  training and education; 

•  health and social programs; 

•  Infrastructure; 

•  cultural and traditional learning; 

•  employment opportunities, and 

•  opportunities for economic development. 





Prior to contact with 
European culture First 
Nations had extensive 
trade networks 

First Nations have been 
surviving off the land for 
thousands of years. 
Tribes to the south and 
east cultivated corn, 
beans, squash, pumpkins 
and tobacco 





“…some reserves were very industrious 
such as John Smiths Band (Muskoday) 
with 120 acres in crop were remarkedly 

successful…….. 
(circa 1896) 



¨  5 Generations of farmers 

¨  100 +years of continuous family farming 
recognized by Sask Provincial Govt in 1980 

¨  1964 Started with ¼ section right of use and a 
$2500 grant and grew it to 3300 acres in 1996 

¨  100+ head of cattle 
¨    







¨  Established early 1960’s 

¨  Created employment for band members 

¨  Created revenue 



Muskoday is the first reserve in Canada to receive  
autonomous powers over it’s agricultural lands.  
Now the band exercises control over its lands, not  
Indian Affairs. Previously land revenues were far  
below fair market value. Now the band has the  
authority to negotiate leases and collect revenues. 

(Winnipeg Free Press) 
 





¨  Land revenue < 1978  ???? 

¨  Land revenue 2002 :  $177,000 

¨  Land revenue 2018:  $777,000 





1994: MFN purchased 6 buffalo 
1995: MFN purchased 13 pregnant 
bison 
2015: Herd had grown to 137; herd 
was downsized to 25 females and 1 
breeding bull 
2019: Plans to exchange 3 breeding 
bulls with One Arrow First Nation 





3880 acres leased for $40/acre = $140,000 

In 2013-14 the leaseholders had a bumper crop 
and realized a yield of 200 bushels/acre in oats 
which was selling for approximately $2.25/bushel  
 
3500 acres X 200 acres X $2.25/bushel = $1,575,000 
Leaseholder $1,575,000 (minus input costs) 
MFN         $140,000 



¨  * food production and security? 

¨  * custom farming operation? 

¨  * market garden ? 

¨  * band farm? 

¨  * joint ventures w FN’s/partnerships with 
existing farmers? 



Training and education 
 
Capacity and human resource development 
 
Partnerships/joint ventures 
 
Resources: Dept of Agriculture; U of S, Western 
Economic Diversification; Innovation Canada; 
 





MEDA LP Board of Directors 
Back row: Ian Bear, Chief Austin Bear, Ted de Jong, Albert Derocher 

Front row: Councillor Randy Bear (ex-officio), Wilma Isbister, Jason J Smith, April Roberts 
Missing: Joe Munroe 



 

�  MFN Convenience Store and gas bar 

�  MFN Restaurant  

�  Muskoday Bison Project 

�  Ironhorse Fleet Management Ltd. 

�  …pending…. 

�  Aggregate development 

�  Gateway North Truck Stop 






