990 Seminar: 
Remodelling photovoice: Critical reflections on qualitative research in health, illness and social justice

Abstract: 

This 990 symposium is an appraisal of photovoice methodology in three research projects related to heath, illness and social justice. Photovoice is defined as a participatory action research method, as well as a process towards health promotion and social justice.  Participants use photography to document their experiences and engage in critical reflection in group process and individually, using images and stories to advocate for community and policy changes. The three photovoice projects reported here discuss the necessity of remodelling photovoice to accommodate specific populations, communities and topics. We argue that this flexibility of photovoice is key to methodological success. We present our three redesigned photovoice models being used in collaborative research about: young adults experiencing serious illness; Aboriginal women survivors of cancer; and female First Nations youth’s perceptions of the 'healthy body' and body image. We discuss the collective successes of each model, as well as some of the responsibilities and risks of conducting research, including the powerful lessons of unplanned happenings.  
Individual Titles:

"Negotiating life with illness: understanding young adult’s

experiences of serious illness through photovoice”
Meridith Burles, PhD Candidate, Department of Sociology

“Photovoice and Indigenous methods: Potential “allies” in anti-oppressive research” 
Carolyn Brooks, PhD Candidate, Department of Sociology

“Visual expressions of the 'healthy body' and body image: A photovoice project with female First Nations youth”
Jennifer Shea, PhD Candidate, Department of Sociology

